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VIDEO WOMEN'S 
PLACE IS IN 


THE KITCHEN 


SURPRISE! Women are very involved 
in video. After going to several video 
festivals in the city in the past couple of 
years, I was overjoyed with the quality and 
quantity of Women’s work at the Women’s 
Video Festival. What’s so exciting is the 
fact that it’s a wide open field and every- 
one is starting at the bottom. 

For those of you who don’t know any- 
thing about Videotapes — it’s a medium 
that records visual and audio happenings 
on a plastic material that looks like the 
tape of an audio tape recorder. When you 
watch TV, you are looking at videotape. 
Unlike film, it needs no precessing, and 
canbe re-used. What video groups are 
using are Portapaks - video equipment 
that can be carried around and that runs on 
batteries - so you can take it anywhere. 
The basics aresimple; the excitement 
comes in mastering the techniques and 
projecting your ideas successfully. 

The work I saw ranged in technique 
arid ideas from beginning to advanced. 

Four particular works stand out: 





honest piece explores the varied feelings 
of lesbian mothers, children, and people on 
the street. 

2. Another Look at the Miami Con- 
vention: a work in progress, by Women’s 
Video News Service (located in Bearsville, 


1. Lesbian Mothers, by Queer Blue N.Y.). This work took us into the Demo- 
Light Video ANNS was done in the cratic convention from another angle. 
documentary style, which video lends it- Many women from around the country ex- 
self very easily to. This sensitive and CONTINUED on p. 7 
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gin to appreciate Portapaks when you see Reports from video enthusiasts state 
















this tape. In order to cover events the that The Worst Is Over Lunar Light: Mae 
video women hitchiked from one side of West & Amelia Earhart Speak, by Darcy 
town to another. They even interviewed Umstadter; Tatteo, by Susan Milano: and 
in the women’s rest rooms around the city. Transsexuals, by Susan Milano and Elyshia 
: 3. Descarte, by Joanne Kyger. This Pass, were all worth seeing in addition to 
Í tape examines the ‘“‘female” role through the other 30 treats at the festival. The 
very artistic devices. Descarte’s philoso- Kitchen has been packed almost every 
ogame phy is voiced over the interestingly edited night, the best response this electronic 
q visual, which used all sorts of light pąt- media center has had. 
; terns to emphasize different views of “‘the ` The future of video will be well 
e women’s role’”’, represented by women artists. We must 
4, Let it Be and Nixon, by Steina and support them now, with our understanding 
N Woody Vasulkas, In “‘Let It Be” a huge of their work, and our vocaÍ desire to see 
E = videoed mouth, in closeup, is shown more of if. : : 
am mouthing the Beatles’ song with humorous To contact women video groups write 
ra and incongruous movements. In “Nixon” to Susan Milano, c/o The Kitchen, The 
<G See = an upside-down head mouths an infamous Mercer Arts Center, 240 Mercer St., New 
ss Ore Nixon speech. I’m sure the Vasulkas’ York City. 475-9865. -Cary Herz 
>ZO tapes wiil be around the city again. 
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